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THE JEWS. .IN THE HOLY LAND. 


Wuokver has read the soul-stirring appeal of Judge Noah in — 
our last number, and whoever shall read the conclusion of the | 
same, which here follows, in behalf of our brethren in Palestine, | 
must agree with the eloquent and patriotic orator as to the _ 
importance of the subject of the address. Mr. Noah clearly 
points out the opportunity which is now offered for the restoration _ 
of the Jewish nationality, and for the amelioration of the melan- 
choly condition in which the inhabitants of that now desolate 
country find themselves. Far be it from us to exaggerate the 
distress prevailing there, and to rack the feelings of our readers | 
with mournful tales, for the purpose of bolstering up an appeal, — 
and to “make out a case” where there is none in reality ; and | 
equally far be it from us to support Mr. Noah’s views from any | 
motives of hostility to the church. The policy of the Jews never 
was to take the offensive; their tactics always were based on the 
defensive principle. Israel’s aspirations never were for aggrandise- 
ment, but for the protection of that which they by right possessed. 
Israel never strove for proselytism, or for the conversion of others 
to their creed, but struggled for maintaining the bulwark of her 
own faith against the incessant onslaughts made by “ civilised” 
_as well as barbarous nations. Israel laboured not to convert, but 
to ward off the poisoned arrows of conversion. Even their un- 
remitting opposition to, and destruction of, idolatry, which, by 
order of the Most High, they were bound to do, was not for the 
purpose of promoting their religious tenets among others, but 
from fear that the dazzling and alluring heathen worship should | 
entice their own people to follow it. The Divine command to 
throw down the heathen altars, to destroy the idols, and to drive 
their worshippers out of the land, was not given to propagate | 
Judaism, but for the reason assigned, “that they shall not be as — 
thorns in your side, and their gods a snare unto you.” God's 
wrath against the land was because it was defiled by the abomina- 
tions and profligacy which attended polytheism, and. the land 
itself, we read * yomited out her inhabitants.” | 
We are aware of the objections raised against human en-— 
deavours to restore Jerusalem to its ancient glory without visible 
signs from above that the time for that restoration has arrived: — 
we are aware of the prophetic promise, “ I, the Lord, will hasten 
it in its time ;” nor do we go the whole length with Mr. Noah 
in his brilliant prospect of establishing the temple at Jerusalem as 
heretofore, before steps are taken to cultivate the land, and to 
obtain the assistance and co-operation of the European powers, 
and that of England, in particular, to promote the humanising 
and civilising of Palestine, without which, we fear, it never will 
be “a land flowing with milk and honey.” But we do sym- | 
pathise with our transatlantic patriot in the theory that the hand 
of man must commence the good work, and the success must be | 
left to Providence. As to the proper time and season, we agree 
with Mr. Noah that the season has arrived, firstly, because it 18 
favoured by the good will of the Sultan, and by the tolerant 
(ae of the age, whose light has penetrated the dark recesses of 
the East, where civil and religious liberty is now proclaimed with 
48 much earnestness and less hypocrisy than it is now preached in | 


omnes 


- Tand cannot be left to the hands of individuals. 


cause, but their measures were insufficient. 


some of the “ civilised”’ states of Europe; and, secondly, because 
ths temporal sufferings of our brethren in Palestine have reached 
the full measure, and they have drained the cup of misery to its 
very dregs. We protest against the assertion of our orthodox 
brethren, that the time has not arrived. The very height of 
distress and the accumulation of calamities which have recently 
devastated the Holy Land, constitute the “ sign of the times,” and, 
trumpet-tongued, proclaim a great change in the position of a 
people who are wearied with troubles, and can no longer bear 
them. Famine has been followed by the plague; sickness and 


| desolation stalk through the land; and shall it yet be left to one or 


two philanthropists (who, we regret to say, are not agreed among 
themselves as to the means of relief) to rescue the land of our 
fathers—the land we pray for morning, noon, and night—from 
utter ruin? Are the pravers which we so solemnly chaunt in 
our synagogues for the weifare of Jerusalem a mere ancient 
unmeaning custom, or a reality? Is the invocation of .the 
“ blowing of the great trumpet for our liberty,” and of the 


‘restoration of our judges as heretofore,” a real desire of the. 


heart, or is it but a muttering of the lips? ‘These prayers and 
these invocations occupy the greatest space in our ritual, Those 
continental Jews who have omitted them, being satisfied with their 
temporary residence in Europe, have been excommunicated, on 
the ground that the restoration of the Jewish polity is a Serip- 
tural doctrine—and yet how few are there amongst us who act up 
to that praver! We preach the theory, but shrink from the 
practice thereof. We weep-for the destruction, but rejoice pot in 
the prospects of restoration, We mourn for the desolation of 
the house of God, but are not gladdened by the hopes of its 
renovation. We cry for salvation and redemption, but are 
apathetic when the means necessary thereto, and which we have 
in our power to contribute, are demanded of us. 

Sad experience has taught us, that the affairs of the Holy 
They must 
be taken up by the people, Neither the indefatigable zeal of 
Rabbi Hersch Lehren, nor that of Sir Moses Montefiore are 
adequate to grapple with the inconceivable difficulties that present 
themselves in the efforts to relieve Palestine. It is true, these 
two philanthropists have devoted much time and attention to the 
Sir Moses has re- 
sponded to the appeal for an hospital or a dispensary at Jerusalem ; 


but we have years ago shewn that the premises dnd the whole 


management of that benevolent institution were inefficient ; and 
_ the relief thereby afforded was like a drop in the ocean. The 
_ proof of our assertion, is that many pious Jews in Jerusalem, 


have had recourse to the Conversion Dispensary. Would a pious 
Oriental Jew, who labours also under the fear of being excom- 


- municated for going to the Conversion Hospital, seek that esta- 
lishment, if he had a choice? In its greatest prosperity, the 


Jewish Hospital was nothing compared with that of the Con- 


version Society ; , , that iti 
shut up, and Mr. Frankel the physician will shortly arrive in this 
country. Not that any blame is attached to the ounder, but to 
those who promised co-operation, and did not perform it; to those 


who subscribe hundreds to hospitals, in the benefits of whieh the - | 


and now, we hear from good authority, that it is 
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Jew cannot share, but who neglect the Dispensary relieving their 
own brethren, Is it not a reproach to the Jewish community, 
that the Conversion Society, and their organs frequently appeal 
(from conversion purposes, as a matter of course) for the relief 
of the Jews in Jerusalem? Is it not a disgrace to our proverbial 
benevolence, that we allow the London Society this handle to 
effect their unhallowed object. In the last annual letter of the 
Bishop of Jerusalem, he says, ‘‘ Now I would plead the cause of 
the eight or ten thousand Jews ready to perish of hunger and 
nakedness, during the ensuing winter, within the City of David, 
not to mention those of other places ; and I trust it will not be in 
vain; for 1 hope that the kind feelings towards the Jews, 
expressed during the late discussion on the Jewish Disabilities 
Bill, by all political parties, will not have evaporated completely 
on the benches of Parliament, on the one hand; and on the other, 
that the starving Jews of Jerusalem will obtain more than the 
mere sounds of praise then given to the liberality of their richer 
brethren in England. If it be doubted whether Christians and 
Jews can legislate together, it is a case, concerning which there 
is no doubt but they could do a great amount of good together, 
in preserving the lives of thousands of starving Jews. 1 ask, 
therefore, the Christian public, to endeavour to excite the sympathy 
of the wealthy Jews in favour of their suffering brethre: in 
Palestine; and to join with them in sending relief to those who 
are ready to perish, and this speedily. Such contributions might 
be sent by the Jews themselves to their suffering brethren here. 
Otherwise, I am sure that every member of this mission would feel 


happy to be the instrument in relieving the crying wants around, 
him.”’ Thus speaks a Christian prelate. What will our Jewish Eecle 


siastics do now ? Will they transfer their duties to the Missionaries 
in Jerusalem, or will they allow the appeal to the Jews for the 
relief of Jews to be made through a Society whose object it is to 
convert the Jews’ -We should hope that they will rather listen 
to Mr. Noah’s address, who, a Jew himself, and a patriotic one 
too, has, can have no other motive on earth than a national 
“one, emanating from fervent love for his brethren and for his 
country, and from unshaken faith in the God of his fathers. <A 
few more sincere and enthusiastic patriots like Mr. Noah, would 


‘soon rouse the Jews from their present apathy, and shew them 


what kind of emancipation we stand in need of—an emancipation 
which we ourselves have the power to obtain fur ourselves, and 
which no * Lords” can deny us, and without which, were we even 
all to sit in Parliament, we should not be free. | 


M. M. NOAH’S ADDRESS, 
DELIVERED AT THE HEBREW SYNAGOGUE, IN CROSBY STREET, ON THANKS- 
GIVING DAY, TO AID IN THE ERECTION OF THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM, 
(Reported verbatim for the New York Tribune.) 
[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 119.]_ 


Ir it is asked why has not Judaism preached ayaiust Christianity, when Chris- 
tianity has, for 1500 years, been incessantly preaching against Judaism, the 
answer is this: Our cause is in greater hands; in good time, the Lord will open 
the eyes of all who would confer on a mortal the attributes of His divinity; he 
will give to the world the unmistakeable evidence that He alone is the Great 
Redeemer, and that salvation is alone with Him. Our unwillingness to preach 
against Christianity grows out of the fact, that in pulling down the land-marks of 
that faith, we should assail and endanger many of our own cherished principles 
and doctrines ; and although disbelieving the divine attributes claimed for Jesus 
of Nazareth, we could not deny or reject His principles, for they were our princi- 
ples, and He always avowed the faith which we avew. 

Without wishing to unsettle any of the principles which sustain the Christian 
religion, we have asked what would he the effect of separating from the character 
of Jesus of Nazareth the divine characteristics claimed for Him? The world 
would become Unitarian Christians, and we are the head of the Unitarians; men 
-would openly become converts to that belief with sincerity, as their hearts would 
be thereby released from harassing and perplexing doubts: and Christianity would 
still be Christianity, in all its high moral attributes. There is enough in the cha- 

racter of Jesus to give to Him a rank among the highest practical moralists, 
divested of all faith in His divine attributes; more, much more than in the cha- 
racter of Mahomet, who claimed none of those attributes. Jesus declared that 


“God was @ spirit, and those who worshipped Him must worship Him in spirit 
and truth;’’ we declare no more. 7 


We must watch these changes closely as they occur; whatever doubts may 
shake the faith of Christianity, those doubts can never reach us—- we are now ag 
we ever have been, as we ever hope to be, one God, one faith, one people. We 
have no mysteries, no revelations which are not natural and reasonable, In this 
position we have stood for ages, and it is a platform which will endure for ever, 
and on which all religions can stand. We must seek, however, to take advantage 
of the times and the changes throughout the world, as they may relate to our tem. 
poral prosperity. We cannot at this moment tell what important results may 
grow out of this permission to build a magnificent Synagogue in Jerusalem, 
One right conferred, one prejudice removed, leads to the enjoyment of other 
rights, to the removal of other prejudices, and finally the nation begins to lift 
up its head; education completes the great work; and the Jews of Jerusalem, the 
great defenders and expounders of the law, become enlightened and liberal cit. 
zens, qualified to be intrusted with higher powers. 

Let us not believe that, although our faith is admitted to have a divine origin, 
salvation is for the Jews exclusively. Salvation for the Gentiles is equally 
included; He who made the whole earth will protect all the children in it. We 
are the altar of the Sanctuary, on which it is said, a fire shall burn which never 
shall be extinet; but that fire shall animate and revive all creation alike — the 
Gentile shall stand before its light, and rejoice in the warmth which it imparts, 
Had it not been for Christianity and Mahometanism, which sprung up upon the 
ruins of our nation, and raised aloft our prostrate banner, Paganism would stil] 
have flourished; every god would have been worshipped but the true and living One; 
the heathen would have triumphed at this very day, and all would have been dark- 
ness and deselation. From among a few of our own people God raised up a new 
sect, which with the descendants of Joshua maintained in part his divine attributes, 
and did not surrender his divine precepts. This intermediate power, though intole- 
rant and persecuting, has still stood between us and utter destruction, and now 
eight millions of the chosen people—the same people who were at Sinai, at Baby- 
lon, and at Zion, stand forth in the presence of all the earth, the miracle of God’s 
Providence; and Christian and Mussulman will march before them in the great 
advent of the Restoration, surrendering their trust, giving up their guardianship, and 
crying aloud with our great prophet, “ Prepare ye the way of the Lord ; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God,” and this advanced guard will 
bear on their banner, as they pass beneath the triple walls of Jerusalem, that 
verse from Scripture which has ever been our guide, “ Yet I am the Lord thy 
God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no God but me : for there 
is no Saviour beside me.” Oh, children of Israel, you know not the great destiny 
which is in store for you! Study to deserve it, study to meet it, and to merit 
it, by the practise of many virtues, by toleration and good faith, mercy, cha- 
rity, and forgiveness. 

The world calls us a proud people. If there is a nobility on earth; if pure 
and unadulterated blood, descending from such ancestors as Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, Moses, David and Solomon, which courses through our veins, gives 
us a claim to national distinction, we have a right to be proud of such ancestry; 
but that pride should be limited: to imitating their wisdom, and cultivating 
among ourselves that nationality which alone embraces the elements of our 
restoration. The designs of the Almighty are brought about by human agency; 
Ile inclines the hearts of men to execute His great purposes on earth; wars, 
revolutions, changes in the political world, the dismemberment of nations, the 
downfall of kings, the elevation of the people, the light of knowledge, the 
march of science and the triumph of liberal opinions, are all His work, through 
inscrutable decrees. 

This permission to lay a corner-stone once more in Jerusalem, to erect a 
magnificent Temple to His honour and to His worship, by His ancient and 
faithful people, and which we are this day called upon to aid, is another great 
sign of His Divine power and will, foreshadowing the great promises here- 
atter—the assurances that we shall yet be independent, and worship Him on 
Zion in- freedom and tranquillity. 

But I have often heard my co-religionarians say, painfully heard them say, 
that the promises of restoration, though repeatedly made, are surrounded with 
many difficulties; that the land so remote would never repay the sacrifices in 
reassembling the people from the four quarters of the earth; and that when 
assembled, bringing with them the languages and usages of many countries, it 
would be greatly embarrassing to organise the government, and we should be 
subjected to scighbouring wars and internal difficulties —in short, that we were 
content with our present condition, and required no change. Such sentiments 


I know do prevail, but not among all; it is the fruit of toleration, of comfort, 


of ease, of wealth; but there are hearts which are yet to be touched with the 
pure love of liberty, and hands strong enough and willing enough to strike a blow 
for that liberty, when the time arrives. But the work is not to be accomplished 
by us; our will, our wishes, our doubts, and our scruples, are empty and evanes- 
cent; there is a higher Power, and a stronger Arm, which will direct the move- 
ments of the great advent, which will show us the path; our Cloud by day and 
our Pillar by night. Are we not His chosen people, has He not blessed us, when 
shadowed beneath His protecting mantle, and punished when we sinned, separated 
and dispersed us when we forgot His holy ordinances, and do we not await his 
promises of final national regeneration? How can we doubt the future, in con- 
templating the past? Has He not said, “I will settle you after your old estates, 
and will do better for you than at your beginning, and you shall know that I am 
the Lord? Has He not said, “ For I will take you from among the heathen, 
and gather you from all countries, and will bring you into your own land?” - 
But you shrink from the desolation of Judea, and fear that the land will for 
ever wither under its ancient curse. Even there we have been anticipa 
by the mercy of divine forgiveness. ‘I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and 
the increase of the field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine, 2” 
they shall say, this land that was desolate is) become like the Garden of 
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Eden; I the Lord have spoken it, and I will do it.’? Shall we ourselves become 
infidels, and doubt the promises of the Almighty? God forbid. Let us therefore 

epare for that great change, which will fillthe whole world with wonder and 
astonishment. Other nations, in breaking the yoke of the oppressors, and 
becoming rulers in their own land, bring with them their national characteris- 
tics. An ignorant people cannot make an enlightened government; but when the 
trumpet sounds for us on Zion, every country on earth will give up its great 
men among the Jewish people, and a combination of talent, wealth, enterprise 
learning, skill, energy and bravery will be collected in Palestine, with all the 
lights of Science and Civilization, and once more elevate those laws which 
Moses had consecrated to Liberty and republican forms of government. Let 
us commence the great work, and leave its consummation to our great Shepherd 
and Redeemer. 

I hope you will agree with me, that it is a privilege to be permitted to con- 
tribute our mite to the erection of this great Synagogue, near the site of the 
temple, that all Israel should aid in its completion. It will possess one advan- 
—tage—it will be orthodox. The Jewish religion should never change its original 
form or type. Reforms create schisms, and promote divisions, beside impairing the 
unity of our faith. Religion is of the heart; there must be the seat of devotion: 
forms and ceremonies are all empty without sincere piety. 

I must confess that I should like to see some changes in our ritual and core- 
monies: while admiring the beauty and dublimity of the Hebrew language, 
{ should still be gratified, if we could introduce in our prayers, a portion of the 
language of the country, in order that we may better comprehend the great 
responsibilities of our faith, We might also curtail many repetitions, and intro- 
duce some beneficial changes; but where are the limitations and boundaries to 
these reforms, when we once introduce the pruning knife? Where is our authority 
to change or modify those forms and ceremonies, the native purity of our faith, 
which we have sustained for four thousand years through the severest sufferings 
and privations?! There are great dangers in all innovations on an established 
religion; and it is preferable to pursue the plain beaten paths so long adopted by 
our ancestors, than to venture upon unexplored regions, and carry out reforms, 
which finally efface the landmarks of our ancient faith. Yet if this is pursued by 
other congregations, we shall be gratified to know, that there is one congregation 
in Jerusalem, which will never change its ancient laws and customs; and there- 
fore we can more cheerfully and more liberally extend our aid in, the erection 
of this new Synagogue, under the conviction that it will be founded on a rock, 
which will last for ages. The accommodations to the pious, which a new and 
extensive place of worship will afford, will attract a greater number of our 
people to Jerusalem from the surrounding countries. Admonished by the signs 
of the times, and by the expectation of important events, we find the aged Jews 
with some little means, coming down the Danube, from the Red Sea, and over 
the mountains of Circassia, journeying toward Jerusalem, there in holy medi- 
tation and prayer, to spend the remnant of their days, and to sit under the wal! 
of the Temple, and pray for the peace of Israel, and when they die surrounded 
by the learned and pious, to be buried in the consecrated earth, near the ashes of 
the great prophets, the sublime Psalmist, and the illustrious of our fathers and 
ancestors. If there is any consolation in the last hours of life among the truly 
pious of our faith, it is in knowing that they are to be buried under the shadow 
of Mount Zion; to be near when the trumpet shall arouse the quick and the 
dead, at the day of the Great Atonement. I never hear the name of Jerusalem, 
without thinking of that mighty man, whose consecrated fingers struck the wires 
of his ravishing harp, and gave alarm to the hosts of Heaven —that beloved of 
(zod, that Warrior, Poet, King—stern in his friendships, sublime in his orisons, 
le whose whole heart melted in his love and adoration of the Lord—the good, 
the great, the illustrious David. Who can read his Psalms without feeling all 
the pride of religious faith in knowing that he too was a Jew! What a privi- 
lege it is to stand by his tomb—what a blessing to lie near him even in death ! 

I have said that the building of this new Synagogue in Jerusalem would be 
considered throughout the world as a remarkable sign, particularly among a 
people, who, though separated and dispersed in the four quarters of the world, 
are united by the most extraordinary bonds of sympathy; like the magnetic 
shock, it reaches every extrémity, like the flash of electricity which conveys intel- 
ligence in every direction, the Jews will hear of it and will see the handwriting 
on the wall. We have been preserved miraculously for great and startling 
events; God’s dealings with his people have been most wonderful ; we have 
passed through the promised punishments; shall we not enjoy the promised bles- 
sings? When and how this great advent is to be brought about, 1s still in the 
heart and hand of that great Spirit, who depresses and raises up, who breaks 
down thrones and elevates the oppressed and persecuted ; as the great French 
historian has said, “ Providence moves through time, as the gods of Homer 
through space—it makes a step, and ages roll away.’’—To the Christian world, 


which has a common origin with us, and still clings to the Jewish nation as then 


favoured and chosen people of God, this little expressive sign will not be without 
its impressiou—it is one blast of that silver trumpet, which at the dawn of day 
was sounded from the eastern portals of our Temple. Here is the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, in which Christians offer up their pious orisons to the memory of 
him, who, while on earth, deserved all that the best feelings of the heart could 
bestow; there are the Minarets of the Mosque of Omar, built on the site of our 
Temple; and there, in simple grandeur, in one corner of Mount Zion, is the new 
Synagogue of the Jews—the parent and his children, all were happy on the same 
spot, all wafting the orisons to that Heaven where sits in divine majesty the Lord 
Of Hosts and the God of Israel. 

It is not the least curious in the erection of this new edifice in Jerusalem, that 
we can direct the builders to the spot where all the materials of Herod’s Temple 
yet lie in silent grandeur. Beneath the Mosque of El’ Aksa, the great chambers, 
the immense granite pillars, the magnificent marble columns with exquisitely 


carved tops and bases, the richly ornamented gates, the reservoirs still filled with 
| i boy which the Priests and Levites bathed, are at this day to be found, not 
, Crumbling in ruins, but erect lest: 

esident of this city, proving, beyond 
doubt, the error of that prediction, which declared that not one stone of that 
temple shall stand upon another. At this particalar cris®: of affairs in Europe, 
| this small sign will arouse the Jews in every direction. They have been basy 

amid these revolutions, [t was not to be expected that a people of their literary, 
political and commercial influence—the bankers of Europe, the merchants of 
England, the statesmen of France, the philosophers of Germany, the agricul- 
_ turists of Poland, the pocts of Italy, the artists, mechanics and soldiers every- 
where, could see these mighty events developing themselves on the Continent, 
without participating actively in their progress and results. They too will hear 
the distant sound of that trumpet, whose notes will float around the horizon, and 
will know who is moving in the great work. 

The laving of the corner-stone of the new temple will attract an immense 
) number of the faithful to Jerusalem to witness the ceremony: it will not be 
built is the old one, on the return of our people from Babylon, with the aword in 
one hand and the trowel in the other. The building and the builders will pro- 
tected and assisted by all religious denominations, For many vears I have 
| cherished the hope that I might have it in my power to visit the Holy City— 
that my country would enable me to SAY to my people, with the prophet Isaiah 
** Hail to the land shadowing with wings, w hich lies beyond the ruins of Ethiopia, 
which sendeth ambassadors by sea in vessels of bulrushes,” hail to the house of 
the Jew, as well as the Gentile. 

It would be to me the proudest day of my life, if I could be present at 
laying the corner-stone of the new Temple of Jerusalem —if I could realise all 
the associations which spring from the Spot, where Daniel and Solomon lived— 
where [saiah prophesied, and where the Maccabees conquered, 

Friends and Brethren, will you not contribute a small portion of that wealth 
| which God has blessed you with, to aid in the erection of the new building on 
Zion! Will you not assist our poor brethren in Jerusalem, who are looking. to 
you for aid in this interesting project! Will you not give a trifle, that you might 
have the gratification of saying: “I assisted to erect this edifice dedicated to the 
Most High in his own—his cherished City of Jerusalem?” T know you will: 
when was an appeal made to the charitable feelings of the Jew to aid his 
{4 brethren, that it was not cheerfully, liberally responded to? All have an interest, 


an inheritance in Jerusalem; Jew and Gentile, all expect to unite in pious zeal, 
} in holy charity, in mutual forgiveness, on that day, when the nation is to be 
gathered together.—The honoured Messenger, now here, the Rabbi Echiel Cohen, 

who is to convey the fruits of your bounty to the Holy Land, will be, I hope, 
enabled to say, “I met my people in the Western World, with hands that had 
hearts in them-- who felt and who prayed for the peace of Jerusalem, who gave me 
the gold of Ophir, as we gave Solomon of blessed memory to erect the temple 
which yet lives in our hearts, and the prayers and the blessings of the faithful 
await them.’’ Send him not away to the banks of the Jordan without purse 
and without scrip. Let us give our mite, no matter how small, I know fall 
well, my friends, how many claims you have upon your bounty.—strong and 
natural ones ; engraft this one upon the rest ; you will not fee! its pressure ; 
but it will be to you a grateful, pleasing remembrance, that when this con- 
templated edifice is completed, that you have had an interest in its erection, 
and your names will be impressed upon the hearts of a people whose lives 
are devoted to piety and whose prayers are offered for our temporal happiness 
and eternal salvation. 


REFLECTIONS SUGGESTED BY THE LESSONS OF 
SABBATH LAST, 83 AMD, AND OF SABBATH 
NEXT, NIN) AUS. 


Exopus, Caap. vi. 2, 17, 


that are not yet done: 
Saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure. 
IsAtAn xuvi. 10. 


Our last reflections concluded with the vision of God in the bush, 
which was burning but not consumed, and which Moses at once un- 
derstood to be supernatural; and he said, “I will now turn aside 
and see this great vision, why the bush is not burnt:” and he was 
entrusted with the great mission to that people of whose fate the 
bush was a faithful symbol —perpetually burning, bat never to be 


was in consonance with that humility which distinguished his 
character, and which so eminently adapted him for a great leader, 
| Nothing, however, could be more encouraging than the words. 
: from the mouth of God himself, “Certainly, ! will be with thee; 
and He who declareth the end from the beginning, at once told 


him, “ When thou hast brought forth the people out of Esypt, 
e shall serve God upon this mountain.” By these few 


| oses immediately understood the chief purpose of his mission, 


Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things 


cousumed. Moses’ reluctance to accept so important a mission: 
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and the ulterior object of the delivery from the Egyptian bond- 


age—the worship of the true God, and the promulgation of 


that faith through the universe. 

That the Israelites during their long captivity did not join m 
the Polytheism and abominable prectices of the Egyptians, and 
that they did not forget the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—a 
God in whom they traditionally believed, notwithstanding their 
physical and mental oppression—we clearly perceive from the 
ready manner in which the people believed the apparently im- 
possible message which Moos and Aaron subsequently brought 
them, that they—a weak, fe zerless people — should succeed in 
freeing themselves from so overwhelming a force as that of the 
Egyptians, yet we read, “and the people believed; and when 
they heard that the Lord (viz. the God whom they knew) had 
visited the children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their 
affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped.” 

And it was this perseverance in their faith, under the direst 
afiliction—this rejection of the profligate and sensual heathen 
worship, which claimed for them physical liberty and mental 
freedom; for it is only such men as are able to distinguish pure 
morality from the sophisms of hypocrisy, and to discern sound 
doctrines from the perversions of priestcraft, that are worthy 
of the name of rrerMEN, and that are entitied to enjoy that 
most sacred of blessings—Liperty. But although the Israel- 
ites had an inherent notion of the (nity of their God (which was 
the cause of their keeping aloof from idolatry), yet they were 
not made acquainted with another great attribute of their 
God—erernity; and it was their instruction in the doctrine of 
Eternity, which formed the principal burden of the Vision of the 
Bush (which was never consumed ), and the essence of the message 
to Israel. Moses’ mission was to tell them that the God of their 
father’s name or principal attribute was, “ I am that I am,” unli- 
mited by time. In order to cement their faith in the one God, it 
was necessary also to shew them the eernal God, who never 
changes, and in whom they may therefore implicitly confide. 
But to point out that ‘the God of Abraham, Isaae and Jacab 1s 
the same God as the one of Eternity, he continued to impress 
upon Moses,” this (Eternal) is my name for ever, and that (the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) is my memorial unto all 
eenerations—that by which posterity shall remember me. * 

The manner in which the haughty tyrant, Pharoah, would 
receive the message from Moses was also foretold by the Omni- 
scient; ** And I am sure that the King of Egypt will not let you 
go; no, not bya mighty hand;” and we are therefore prepared 
for the stubborn refusal of Pharaoh, to comply with the Divine 
request, notwithstanding the successive wonders which were exhi- 


oO prevent a misconstruction of the various names of the Deity, which 
eccur in Holy writ, into Polytheism, the Midrash gives a beautiful expla- 


nation of the term 7X Wwe AR (1 am that 1 am), which be renders “ 1 am 
called according to what 1 am.” 


-~ Rabbi Abba the son of Mamla says, “ The Lord said to Moses, Thou 
desirest to know my name: know then that I am called according to my 
works: I] am called Almighty God, the Lord of Hosts, Elohim and Jehova. 
When I judge the creatures, ] am called L/ohim ; when I make war against 
the wicked, I am called God of Hosts (Zebaoth); when I visit man for his 
sins, | am called Almighty God; and when | take compassion upon my 
world, Iam called Jehova, which signifies Mercy, as it is said, the Lord, the 
Lord (Jehovah), is a merciful and gracious God. This is the sense of * ] 
am that I am,’ “I am called according to my works.”’ There is a very 
deep sense in this rabbinical explanation, It shews that God being spiritual 
only, and not corporeal, we can but know by the works through which 
only we can see him, and his name varies according to his works, as it is 
impossible for the human mind to comprehend God, and assign a name to 


him, except by and according to the manifestation of his powers within 
ourselves. 


* 


bited in nature, and spite of the continual visitations with punish- 
ment, and his consequent promises. No sooner was he relieved 
from a plague than he exclaimed, “ I know not the Lord, neither 
will I let Israel go;” and instead of relaxing, he increased the 
rigour of his laws, and the barbarity of his persecution of a 
people who faithfully served him, But it was impossible for him 
to withstand the will of God, who said, ‘* My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all my pleasure”; and the haughty Pharaoh, who 
had said to Moses, ‘‘ See my face no more, for in the day that 
thou seest my face thou shalt die,” sent in the midst of the night 
for him, gave him and all his slaves permission to depart and “ to 
serve the Lord;” nay more, the mighty king who had so much 
despised the humble Israelites, begged a blessing from these very 
men at their departure: “also take your flocks, and your herds,” 


said he, deeply humbled, ‘ and bless me also.” ‘That this great 


event, the deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage, forms 


not only one of the most essentia! eras in Jewish [listory, but also 
in the Jewish Ritual, is not at a!) surprising, when we remember, 
that whilst it strengthened the faith not only of. Isracl, bat that 
also of other nations, who were eve-witnesses to the great miracles, 
it prepared the Israelites for their future vocation, to be the custo- 
dians of God’s law. Hence the mentio.ing of the deliverance from 
Egypt in the very first commencement of the Decalogue. ‘The 
Divine legislator addresses them not as the Creator of Heaven 
and Earth, but as ‘the Lord thy God, who hath brought thee 
forth from the land of Egypt’’; and hence its being inscribed in 
the phylacteries, which are to serve “as a sign upon the hand, and 
as a memorial between the eyes.” | 

The Prophets and all post-biblical writers mention the deliver- 
ance from Egypt as the most eventful period of the world, and — 
even the calculation of the calendar months commences from 
Nissan, which was appointed ‘the first of the months of the 
year, on account of the exit from Egypt having happened therein. 
The night also.in which the final departure took place, the eve 
of the loth of Nissan, was called a “night of the Lord,” to 
be observed of all the children’ of Israel in their generations. 
The laws and observances of the Passover, which is in commemo- 
ration of the deliverance from Egypt, are, therefore, more rigorous 
than any other in Holy Seripiure, and the minuteness with which 
the various observances are enforeed, exceeds all ot Ler in the Jewish 
Ritual, for although, since the destruction of the ‘Temple, we are 
not able to sacrifice the Pascal Lamb, yet we observe all the 
ceremonies and rites attending the Pascal Lamb, with the 
same rigour as during the Temple. The reason why the allwise 
Legislator ordained the sacrifice of a lamb previous to their 
departure, is properly assigned in the Midrash, from the text in 
the Psalm, ‘*Confounded be all they that serve graven images, 
that boast themselves of. idols” (Psalm xevii. 7). It was on 
the very account, that the Egyptians worshipped the lamb, that — 
the Lord commanded a lamb to be killed im the eyes of the Egyp- 
tians, and to shame them of their idols. The Midrash describes 
it thus allegorically :  ‘* When God said to Moses, They shall take 
to them every mana lamb,” Moses became alarmed,and cried, 
“OQ Lord of the Universe, how is it possible ? Knowest thou 
not that the Egyptians look upon sheep as their gods?” The 
Lord replied, * As thou livest, the Israelites shall not depart 
hence till they slaughter the Kgyptian gods before their eyes;" 


gand this is the sense of the Scriptural phrase, “and upon their gods 


also the Lord executed judgment” (Numbers xxx. 4), alluding 

to the sacrifice of the lamb, which was the Egyptian idol. So 

also the Prophet, in to-morrow’s Haphtora, 3 
The daughter of Egypt shall be confounded, 


She shall be delivered into the hand of the people of the north: 
The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, bari ‘ 


Says — 


Behold I will punish the multitudes of No and Pharaoh, 
And Egypt, wth their Gods and their Kings; 
Even Pharaoh and all those that trust in him 


Whilst of Israel he says—_ | 


Fear thou not, O Jacob, my servant, saith the Lord, 


For I will make a full end of all the nations whither I have driven thee,. 
But | will not makea full end of thee, though I correct thee in measure- 
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SEPHARDIM SYNAGOGUE.—REPEAL OF Ap 
OBNOXIOUS LAW. 


Ar an annual adjourned meeting at the above Synagogue, on 
Sunday, Jan. 14th, E. H. Lindo, Esq. in the chair, it wae inoved 
by H. De Castro, Esq.— 


“ That this meeting, in adopting the new ascamot of Kaal submitted by the 
committee, declares, that all persons who may have incurred penalties by the 
infraction of the repealed asca mot, in reference to civil offences to 
are now relieved from such penalties; but that all ecclesiastical matters do een 
tinue, as heretofore, under and subject to the ecclesiastical | 


authorities.’ 


‘“ Civil” offences appears to allude to the building of any place 
of worship within a certain distance from the principal Synagogue 
in Bevis Marks. Thanks to the enlightened age which removes 
penalties from such Jews as have committed the sin of building 
a place of worship to their God, because they live three or four 
miles from the Bevis Marks Synagogue, which they cannot well 
reach on the Sabbath, when riding is prohibited! But not to 
exhaust the whole ocean of “liberality” at once, the resolution 
is clogged with the proviso, “that all ecclesiastical matters do 
continue, as heretofore, under the ecclesiastical authorities.” The 
motion was carried by a majority of 26 to 3. 

Giving the honourable mover (Mr. De Castro) full credit for 
his kind and peace loving motives, we regret that he added 
a proviso, which, no doubt, he was bound to add, to the resolu- 
tion, to save it from “ perdition,” although we confess there is 
but little gained by the carrying of the resolution, as long as 
‘ecclesiastical matters do continue as heretofore,” and the odious 
“Declaration” is not repealed. On the other hand, the honour- 
able mover of this resolution, and his original supporters, may 
think that one step in advance of liberality, however small that 
step may be, is a gain, and may lead to another, in which we 
heartily wish him success, | 

Sir Moses Montefiore cordially supported the resolution, as well 
as Mr. Haim Guedalla ; and, previous to its being put to the vote, 
Mr. De Castro's appeal to the meeting was replete with sentiments 
of piety, kindness, and that desire for union and peace which 
marks his character. He alluded to the salutary effect the reso- 
lution may have in restoring some members to the old Synagogue, 
and he appeared to found his hopes on some more intimate know- 
ledge of the circumstances which now unhappily separate the 
British Jews of the West London Synagogue from their other 
brethren. 

May Mr. De Castro’s wishes soon be realised; and may al 
his brethren soon join into one community! | 


We deferred inserting the above in last week’s number, hoping 
that the fully expected confirmation of the resolution passed by 
the meeting of Yehidim would have taken place on Monday 
evening, but we regret that a delay has occurred, in consequence 
of the unconstitutional interference of the Chamber of Elders with 
the privileges of the rate-payers, in snatching the credit of what- 
ever good might have resulted from its adoption by the latter body. 

Strange to say, those who for years have resolutely set them- 
selves against any measure of conciliation towards the seceders, 
have now most hastily passed a similar declaration in their meet- 
ing of Sunday, the 2]st instant; and, forsooth, the Yehidim were 
calied upon, in contravention to all usages in such assemblies, to 
stop short till their High Mightinesses should conclude the work 
they have undertaken at the 12th hour. 

It pains us much that the noble-minded mover and seconder 
of the declaration in the Meeting of Yehidim should have been 
induced by any motives, however praiseworthy, to place the 
privileges of their fellow Yehidim in jeopardy, by conceding so 
important a privilege to any body of men, however exalted in 
rank they may be, on questions in which its unflinching assertion 
ls of the utmost consequence to their independence and conse- 
quent usefulness. 
ioe proposition for adjourning the confirmation was carried by 

to 


JEWS’ AND GENERAL LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC 


INSTITUTION, 
Tue eighth half yearly meeting was held at Sussex Hall, on 
Thursday, January 18th, 1849. | 
Hananet De Castro, Esq. President, in the chair. 
The meeting was more numerously attended than had been 


_ several of the preceding ones. 


The president, having opened the proceedings with some few 


appropriate remarks, called upon Mr. M. 8S. Oppenheim, the 
Secretary, to read the half yearly report of the Managing Com- 
| mittee, and the balance sheets of the accounts, : 


~The report stated, that the Committee coogratulated the mem- 
bers on the high position which. the institution had attained in 
the estimation of the Jewish community, and of the public gene- 
rally; that since the commencement of the present session, 10] 
new members had joined the institution ; that there was a larger 
demand for books from. the library, and those of a less ephemeral 
character; and that the attendance had increased at most of the 
lectures, During the last half year 6235 volumes had been 
issued from the circulating library, and eleven lectures had been 
delivered in the Theatre since November, which had given great 
satisfaction to the members and their friends. ‘The renort inform- 
ed the members that the legacy bequeathed by Miss Grace Aguilar, 


‘had been appropriated by the Committee towards the erection of 


a book-case, to contain books of reference and works on the 
literature of the Jews; and it acknowledged the receipt of dona- 
tions of books from several gentlemen, amongst whom were Mons. 
de Beauvoisin, Mr. Gilbart, the Manager of the London and 


Westminster Bank, the Rev. D. Meldola, and Professor Forbes - 


Coyle. ‘The report then alluded to the elasses, and to Mr. Samp- 
son Samuel's ora ultously serving as lonorary Solicitor ; and 
concluded by calling upon the members to use their best exertions 
to induce their friends to join the institution, 

Mr, Isaac Levitt rose and expressed his satisfaction at the 
favourable statement made by the Committee. He congratulated 
the Committee on the success of the Public ‘Conversaztone held 
in October last, and thought that much good had heen produced 
by the Rev. Dr. Adlr having attended on that occasion, and 
having delivered an address. He requested the Committee to pay 
particular attention to the library; and having offered several 
other useful suggestions, moved the adoption of the report. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Joseph Mitchell, who im- 
pressed on the friends of intellectual progress the necessity of 
supporting the Institution. 


A discussion on the subjects allowed to be debated in the Dis- 


cussion Class ensued, in which Messrs. J. A. Franklin, Elias 
Davis, John Mottram, T. Newton, Henry Solomon, and Edward 
Foligno took part; and the questions prop sed for. discussion 
having been satisfactorily explained, the adoption of the Report 
was unanimously carried, 

The thanks of the meeting were then voted to the Auditors ; 
tothe Donors of Books; tothe President, Mr. Hananel de Castro; 
to the Vice-Presidents, Messrs. I. L. Miers, Elias Davis, and 
Lawrence Myers; to Mr. Ilenry Solomon, the Treasurer; Mr. 
Sampson Samuel, Hon. Solicitor; to the Managing Committee ; 
to the Committee of the Discussion Class; and to Mr. M.S. 
Oppenheim, Secretary, for his strict attention to his duties. 

The President in returning thanks expressed his firm convic- 
tion that the institution had taken deep root in public opinion ; 
but stated, that situated as it was in a locality inhabited by great 
numbers of the Jewish community, it ought immediately to obtain 
an accession of members. 

It was then moved by Mr. Franklin, seconded by Mr. Isaac 
Levitt, and carried with acclamation, that the members be invited 
to forward a memorial to the Managing Committee, requesting 
them to confer the Honorary Membership of the institution on the 
Rev. Dr. Adler, as a mark of their appreciation of his great learning, 
and of his efforts to promote the success of the institution, 

The meeting was then dissolved. 
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THE VISION OF THE CANDLESTICK (731) 
ZECHARIAH IV. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sirn,—With your permission, I shall now resume and conclude 
my illustration of the above chapter. | 
My last communication closed with the interpretation of verse 2, 


describing the pipes and lamps, and the symbolical signification of 
their respective numbers. I now proceed— 


Verse 3. And two olive trees by it, one on the right side of the bow!, and the 
other upon the left side thereof. 


The source of these olive trees is pointed out by the bowl at 
the top. The “ bowl” is the symbol of the Supreme Power, by 
whose influence there exists every power and every influence ; from 
whom emanates nothing but light and good ; whilst the evil and 
darkness which for a time prevail, are occasioned by the corrup- 


tion of man, and by the perversion of pure religion into super- 
stition and fanaticism. * | 


Verse 4. So Tanswered and spake to the angel that talked with me, saying, 
What are these, my lord ! 


Verse 5. Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto me, 
Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 


Verse 6. Then he answered and spake unto me, saying: This is the word of 


the Lerd unto Zerubbabel, saying: Not. by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts. 


From our illustration of the vision, this interpretation of the 
angel is anticipated, reminding Zerubbabel in his success that it 
is not owing to the means of human power, but to the spirit 


of God. 


Verse 7. Who art thou, O great: mountain ? 


| Before Zerubbabel thou shalt 
become a plain. 


And he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, 
crying, Grace, Grace unto it! 

The Prophet addresses the defeated Persians and their priest- 
craft, which threatened to annihilate the weaker party, Israel, 
but vanished into nothingness-before the ‘‘ Headstone,” the origi- 
nator of all, who ordained that the Temple should be re-built 


amidst the rejoicing and shouting of multitudes, and their 
thanksgiving to the fountain of grace. 


Verse 8. Moreover, the word -of the Lord came unto me, saying: 


Verse 9. The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house ; 


his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of Hosts hath 
gent me unto you: 


Verse 10. For who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall 
rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven ; 
they dre the eyes of the Lord which run to and fro through the whole earth. 


* This interpretation appears to ‘agree with the obscure passage in Kimchi’s 
comment on this chapter. 


* The seven lamps are the same as in the candlestick described in the Pentateuch 
(Exodus xxv.), the centre of the lamps being one, which is an emblem of God, 
who joins the two apparent contrasts of good and evil ; and so also the double 


sevens are allusions to the opposing principles and their alleged government,” 


Josephus Flavius also thinks that the seven pipes in the candlestick of Exodus 
point to. the seven plancts. 


_ There is also an ancient pra 


the head. 


“ And from thy wisdom, Most High God, mayest thou impart to me 3 and by thy 
strength mayest thou destroy my enemies and opponents, and thus pour the goodly 


oil inte the seven pipes of the lamp.” In 5”7 s\y495 myspn the prayer continues, 


“ As it is written, ‘ and the seven pipes to the lamps.’” Hence also the recital of 
the verse after the MOMS YIY’ (seven bindings of the Philacteries), “Thou 
openest thine hand and satisfiest the desire of every living thing” (Ps, xclv, 16), 


yer during the putting on of the Philacteries on 


| 
| 


pasa Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord 


— 


This prophecy refers to the above passage, “on one stone 
seven eyes,’ viz.: that they shall rejoice in the victory of 
Zerubbabel over priestcraft and the false doctrines of the magi- 
cians, and be convinced that the alleged seven princes of the two 
principles are of no avail against the seven eyes of God, which 
run to and fro through the whole earth. 

Verse 11. Then answered I and said unto him, What are these two olive trees 
upon the right side of the candlestick, and upon the left side thereof? 


Verse 12. And I answered again and said unto him, What are these two 
olive branches which through the golden pipes empty the golden oil out of 
themselves! 


Verse 13. And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? 
And I said, No, my lord. 


Verse 14. Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the 
Lord of the whole earth. 

The drift of this prophecy is, after our preliminaries, obvious, 
The term “stand by the Lord,” signifies, they await the com- 
mands of God (vide Job i.6, ‘‘and the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the Lord”). The two anointed ones 
are the messengers of God on earth, but are guided by Him 
only; they derive their power from the seven eyes of God, 
whose Omnipotence and Omniscience are the oil which supplies 
their flames, and enables them to execute the Divine mission 
of promoting good and spreading light over the universe. 

Indeed, it is these ‘‘ seven eyes of God” which guide and rule 
the immense universe and the fulness thereof im the strictest 
order ; and it is but owing to the weakness of the human eye that 
we cannot look into the Divine light which shines in the whole 
creation, and which animates and invigorates every power, from 
the lowest blade of grass up to the majestic cedar—from the 
smallest atom of the earth up to the immense sun and his burn- 
ing myriads; it is our infirmity which incapacitates us from 
recognising in each of them their original source and their 
primitive fountain—God. 

Were our mind’s eye strong enough to behold them, we should 
identify them as the witness of his OMNIscIENCE, of his Om- 
NIPOTENCE, and of his ALL-MERCIFULNESS; and we should per- 
ceive how the whole creation harmoniously chaunts wp wp 


of Hosts, the earth and the fulness thereof declare his glory;” 
we should listen to the “ heavens which declare the glory of the 
Lord,” and to the proclamation which the starry hosts daily 
issue, 

But mankind, instead of being enlightened by these daily 
miracles, were dazzled by their splendour, and idolised the mar- 
vellous works which sang and praised the omnipotence cf their 
Creator and Ruler. ‘They saw these marvellous powers, but not 
their Creator; they admired the work of the Artist, but forgot 
the Artist himself. It was the error of humanity to attribute to 
these instruments in the hand of God the government of ruling 
principles, such as good and evil; it was the blindness of humauity 
which attributed evil to the creation of an all-merciful God, 


_ whereas man himself was, unfortunately, the author and the pro- 


moter of evil and its consequences. 


Against these deep-rooted notions, the prophets of Scripture 
had to struggle, and these assertions it was their sacred mission 
to refute. Zechariah was bound to show, as he did in the vision 
of the candlestick, that whatever we perceive and comprehend 


with our senses, and with our mind, the good and the apparent 


evil (which, however, is only evil by our corruption) flow, like 
the “golden oil in the fourteen pipes,” from the ‘ bowl at 
the top,” from the Source of all good; whilst our errors, our 


ingratitude, and our vanity, abuse his goodness, and turn many 


of his wisely-bestowed benefits into injuries to ourselves and to 
our posterity. Let us consider that, since we admit these three 
attributes of the Deity, omniscience, omnipotence, and all-mer- 
cifulness, the world must have been created in the most perfect 
order ; for the Author knew everything, had the power to do 


everything, and, as he is all kind, could not have wrought any 


thing but for our good, This is well proved by the philo- 
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sopher Leibnitz ; and also by the philosophers of 
who remark— 
«“ He made every thing beautiful in its season.’’ The Lord 
built worlds and destroyed them, built and destroyed, till he 
created these, and said, These suit me, and those do not suit me. 
He said, and it was, for He had seen “ that it was good.” 

Hoping that my illustration of this sublime vision may be 
acceptable to you and your readers, I am, Sir, 

Yours, 

A.5. Horowir7z. 


the Midrash, 


1, Little Ale Street. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—A large portion of the Jewish public has been hitherto inclined 
to regard with hope, your publication, not only as a useful medium of 
information and iustruction to the Jewish community of this country, 
but, as a means, likewise, of enlightenment to the Christian reader 
respecting the progress that is taking place in their moral and intel- 
lectual condition. | 

Your last number but one, I regret to say, tends, in a great mesure, 
to shake this confidence, and to defeat this hope. Instead of the usual 
amount of interesting and instructive matter which has hitherto occu- 
pied your columns, public attention has been wearied and disappointed 
(I will use no stronger language) by a long, full, and particular account 
of a wedding at Manchester and its accompanying festivities, occupying 
one entire side and upwards of your limited paper. That your good 
sense must have revolted at the insertion of such a tissue of absurdity, 
and of matter so ill adapted to meet the public eye, is evident, from the 
fact that, it appears only as an “* Advertisement.’”’ This much of justice, 
therefore, I am willing to concede to you. It is to be regretted, how- 
ever, that your good tastc, and a high sense of your duty, asa leader 
and instructor of the public mind, did not induce you, on the failure of 
remonstrance, to assert your undoubted authority, by peremptorily re- 
fusing its insertion at all. : 

if your paper,— devoted to religious subjects, to information respect- 
ing the moral, social, and political condition of your people at home 
and abroad, and to the advocacy and defence of their cause against th: 
the attacks of assailants,—if a publication, purporting to be devoted 
to such purposes, is to he rendered a medium for satisfying the silly 
vanity of every ignorant and vulgar-minded. person who chooses, even by 
means of a “price paid,” to “bore” the public, and to disgrace his 
brethren by his ridiculous and inappropriate communications, there is 
an end at once to your higher purposes, and the ‘‘ Jewish Press ” can- 


not complain if the support and countenance of the respectable and’ 


enlightened portion of the community are withheld. 


I ask you not to reflect on what the position of the “ Jewish Press” — 


must become in the estimation of your able and gifted contemporaries 
abroad: it is enough if you look at home; and I do seriously put it to 
you, What influence can you, if you descend to such a course, hope to 
attain over the minds of your respectable co-religionists in England, 
and over the minds of the rising community in particular, improved as 
they are becoming, in intellectual acquirements, and in taste! What 
position can we, as an entire body anticipate in the estimation of our 
Christian neighbours, when they are presented with such an example of 
Jewish habits and refinement, and such an exhibition of editorial judg- 
ment as are to be found in the last number but one of the only Jewish 
periodical in England ? You must be fully sensible that the position of 
the Jew is very different trom that of any other class of subjects in 
this country. Borne down hitherto by oppression, and everywhere 
assailed by prejudice, he finds himself just emerging from obscurity, 
and beginning to assume his rightful position as a man and a citizen. 
He cannot afford a single instance for unfavourable reflection. Do but 
awaken old established prejudiccs, or the remembrance of former degra- 
dation, and he is at once confounded and visited with the follies and 
errors of others. Such is likewise the position of the Press that claims 
alliance with him, that represents his opinions and the intellectual 
Standing and taste of his community which supports it. It is your 
office to raise him above this contempt, and to shield him from unjust 
reflection :—it is your province, as his organ and instructor, to attract 
to yourself the honorable respect of the Christian public. You would 
disregard these noble objects to become the petty medium of vulgar 
Congregational gossip. 3 : 

Far be it a orien any observation of mine to be offensive to you, 


| 


or to wound the feelings of the family whose domestic scenes have 
been so indelicately, so grossly made a matter of public notoriety. I 
have a very different object in view. Yourself I address with senti- 
ments of respect, and with an anxious interest in the welfare of your 
publication; — for the other parties concerned, I feel that sympathy 
which must of necessity be excited in behalf of a family whose hospita- 
lity has been so abused by this outrage of decency and propriety. Neuher 
do I desire to remonstrate with the “ Correspondent” who has so 
coarsely exhibited himself. To such a man, remonstrance would be 
useless. ] would, however, assure him of this, that, interested as the 
Jewish public and his brethren in London and elsewhere will ever feel 
in all the important concerns of their co-religionists in other parts of 
the kingdom, they do not desire to be informed, nor are they in any 
wise interested in the information respecting the private doings and 
arrangements of families, the festive enjoyments of the private dinner 
table or the dance, even though they occur to celebrate the nuptial 
happiness of a Clergyman. We care not to know what amount of 
spirituous” and “other liquors” were consumed "; what was the 
character of the viands, or the degree of approbation they elicited, any 
more than we think that the eloquence of English orators would 
have been fonnd wanting, in the absence of the festive speeches aud 
addresses with which he has been pleased to furnish us. We feel for 
the unhappy gentleman whose kind expressions of friendship — the 
ebullitions of overflowing hearts on such. an occasion — have been thus 
ruthlessly dragged before the public. And whilst I would pass over, 
with the indulgence that is due to the parent who sees nothing save the 
applause awarded to his child, since the proceedings of the day. have 
been made ‘“‘ public property,” I feel bound to leave unnoticed the con- 
duct of the person who so largely contributed to render a child of * twelve 
years old” the innocent instrument of so much folly. 

The writer of the lengthy “ address " with which the public has been 


favoured, we are informed, holds the sacred office of “ reader of the 


Law” in his congregation, and is also the the * Hebrew Teacher.” 
From such a personage we should have expected a higher reverence 
for the Scriptures, and worthier appreciation of the wisdom of our 
sages than he has evinced in putting quotations and extracts from either 
source, into the mouth of a child on such an occasion. He honoured 
neither the lloly writings nor the sayings of our wise men, when he 
produced from them such a compilation of disconnected sentences, in- 
appropriate quotations, ridiculous pedantries, and rambling observations 
as make up the entire of the ** Address.” A person betraying such a 
gross want of judgment, and exhibiting such a state of mental! disorder 
and confusion, can be but little fitted to instruct and to form the mind 
of youth. Well might a reviler of Jews and Judaism point to such a 
production as an evidence of tle spiritual insensibility of the Jews. 
And ‘paintul is it to reflect that, to the future Author of the * Manners 
and Customs of the Jews,” is furnished so much matter as is to be 
found in the pages of the “ Jewish Chronicle” of 1849—containing 
such an account of a “ Jewish Wedding!” But enough of a subject 
so mortifying. — With an earnest interest in the success of your under- 
taking, and with the anticipation that the Editor of the “ Jewish 
Chronicle” will, by a dignified sense of his office as a Public Instructor, 
yet acquire for his paper a high position amongst the journals and 
periodicals of this country, I enclose my card, and remain, Sir, 
With respect, 
Your most Obedient Servant, 
A Jew, anxious for the spiritual and intellectual improve- 
ment of his people. 
London, 22nd Tebeth, A.M, 5609 — 16th Jan wry, 1849. 


[Taking it for granted that our Correspondent’s remonstrance 
emanates from kindly feelings towards the Jewish community we 
insert his letter verbatim: He anticipated our defence of the 
insertion of the wedding speeches as an advertisement; but we 
must add, that so long as an advertisement has not an immoral 
tendency, no journal can refuse its insertion. The only plausible 
reason for the refusal of the advertisement in question could have 
been its great length, and the space it occupies; and we assure 
our Correspondent that had not the printing arrangements been 
disturbed by a fire, we should have given a Supplement, as we 
did on every occasion when any one report of a public meeting 
took up more than two pages of the Chronicle. If our Corre- 
spondent is a subscriber, and has read our Numbers of the last 
four years, he would have found that we gave during the year, on 
the average, six supplements gratuitously. We regret, however, 
that not from one subscriber did we receive a letter of thanks. 
People are soon ready to find fault, but are slow in their expres- 
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sions of gratitude. We are not fond of sermonising or com- | Just ery i Tac 
plaining, but we can assure our Correspondent that many Icarned | THOUGHTS A? FELONS 
correspondents (T. T. in particular) have withdrawn their literary IN VERSE. ! 
1 By a Young Lady of the Hebrew Faith. 
contributions, because they ecame convincec that nee a ente William Pickering, 177, Piccadilly. 
labours were not appreciated by the Jewish public. There is a shinier ptielag 
vitiated taste abroad, to which we will not administer; and were RELIEF & whey JEWS AT 
it not for the pecuniary sacrifices which the Proprietor has made, 
and still makes, the “ Jewish Chronicle’’ would have long since £i2 3 6 
shared the same fate as did its Jewish contemporaries, the Per Rev. De Adie Diief Rabbi, 
Hebrew Review,” the “ Voice of Jacob,” the ‘Cup of Salva- Rey. Dr. Adler £010". 
tion,” the “ Anglo-Jewish Magazine,” ete., which all perished Strect 
‘ 7 Simeon Cohen, Uastie Stree - 
from want of support. Ep. Jewish CHRONICLE. | Friend 010 
Western Jews’ Free Scuoort ror Boys.—That ignorance Plymouth 
is the parent of crime is so universally admitted, and the duty of Mr. I, Nathan . . . a 
every good citizen possessing the means to join in spreading the “4 
blessings attendant on knowledge, is so conclusive, that we shall, 
without further preface, call the attention of the friends of edu- C. Marks 
cation to the announcement in our advertising columns, of the 5 J. Mandowsky - °-- pieiilen 0 7 6 
Ball in aid of the funds of the above Institution. We understand 
», M. Lazarus - - - - 
the School. requires assistance. We sincerely hope that we shal 
witness a numerous attendance of ‘‘Good Samaritans” on the 
occasion. M.Stadthagen - - 0.2 6 
J. H., Kew, is respectfully dechned, W. Emdin - - - - 
Satomon Gustapt, Liverpool, must be aware that such information as that con- 95 A. Joel - - 
; tained in Ins letter would not much benefit the cause of the congregation, 5» J, Lyons - - - - - i eae 
We fear there is malice in the background, >> H. Morris - - - 
Received: “ Meditations, in Poetry, by a young Jewish Lady,” which we will 1. Drife - - - - 
review in our next number, 1. Josephus 0 2 6 
Why does Hl, Boiton feign the name of M, Z. Peterson? He need not be M. Field 0 2 6 
ashamed of his communication, which we will insert with his initials or his. |! Sampson Levi - <@ 
proper name, 55 M. Woolf 0 2 6 
M., A. Hexry,and Rev, Davin MELDOLA, in our next, Cohen - - - 
55 A. Emdin - - - - 2-5 
Western Jews’ Free school for Boys. yy Mordecai 
Mr. HENRY L. KEELING, Prestpenr. P. Samuels - - @ 
Mr. S A. SAMSON, Vice-PREsIDENT. M. Hyman - - ~ - 
Mr. J. M. JOHNSON, Treasurer, 9° 1. Lyons - - - - 
BALL, in aid of the Funds of the above Institution, will take place at Mrs, Jacobs 
Wituts’s Rooms, St. James's, on Wepnespay, Fesrvary ith, 1849, | Mr. E, Solomon 
| De Lacy Evans, M. Total Subscriptions to date - £91 0 
| De Rothschild, In the list of Contributors from Cheltenham, the name of Mr. A. M. Banes.. 
Sir Benjamin Mall, Bart., M. P. | Sir Moses Montefiore, Bart., F.R.S. 7s. 6d,, was inserted by mistake: it should have bes Mr, A, M Is "s, id 
| John Ingram Travers, | PIs Jews’ Hospital, Wile End, 
John Hunt, Esq, Gabriel Brandon, Esq, For the S rt-of A | 
Aaron Goldsmid, Esq. | Lewis Joel, Esq. . or the Support of Aged, and for the Education and Employment 
John Salinon, sq. Lewis Lazarus, of Youth. 
Angelo Bennett, Esq. Joseph Joel, Esq. SPECIAL GENERAL COURT of the GOVERNORS of this Institution 
Albert Davis, Esq. Isaac N. Bennett, Esq. will be holden at the House, Mile End, on Sunday, the 28th January, 
ene Seana Haq. Montague Durlacher, Esq. 1849, at Eleven for Twelve o clock in the forenoon, for the ELECTION of 
Creorge Jacobs, Esq, FOUR BOY S, and ONE GIRL, as inmates; also for the ELECTION of 
8. A. kKisch, Esq. FICERS ; and for such other Business as may occur. 
The Band will be under the Direction of M HENRY BARNARD and close at Two precisely. 
Mr. BENJAMIN BARNETT, M. C 
: Tickets, including Refreshments, 10s, Od, each, may be obtained of the Presi- Contract for Clothing. . Ait 
dent, Mr. Keeling, Monument ) ard, City, and 4, Albany Terrace, Regent’s HE HOUSE COMMITTEE of the JEWS’ HOSPITAL: Mire ENp, are 
Park; Mr. S. A. Samson, Vice-I resident, 23, Oxendon Street. Havm; ‘ket: desir ceri 
a we , , Haymarket ; esirous of receiving TENDERS for the SUPPLY of about 130 SUITS 
Mr, Johnson, Treasurer, 10, Castle Street, Holborn: Mr, Creorge Jacobs. 32 f CLOTH AND FUST 
Cockspur Sireet; Mr. Joel Solomon, 1, Strand; Mr, Montagne Durlact of Tend hich ar Particulars, with printed Forms 
A 15, Old Burlington Street; and of seis & cher, e hea (which must be sent in on or before the 3rd of February), may 
obtained at the Institution, as above. 
MR. A. KISCH, 24th January, 1849. 
12, St, Allan’s Place, St, James's. 23 years of age, wishes to obtain 
‘¢ Jews Orphan Asyiu ma, Tenter Ground, Would have no objection to have the care of one or two children above five 
a HE ANNUAL BALL in aid of the Funds of the above Charity-will take || —-—— ait aw woah Chropiicla Office, 24, Houndsditch, London. 
a place at Witsis’s Rooms, King Street, St, James's, on Wednesday, 25th of Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mi | eee ay 
Hon, Secretary, 24 & 132, Houndsditch, in the City of Londen. Friday, 1849. 
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